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CHANGES TO EMERGENCY AND INTENSIVE CARE SERVICES
AT BATH VA MEDICAL CENTER

(Bath, NY) – After careful review and consideration, the Bath VA Medical Center (VAMC) is transitioning the existing emergency department into an urgent care clinic and converting the two-bed intensive care unit to inpatient medicine beds effective January 14, 2014.  This brings the Bath VAMC into better alignment with demonstrated patient need and the vast majority of Veterans will see no change to their care.  

The Bath VAMC has traditionally relied on local community hospitals as a health partner and will continue to collaborate closely with these hospitals to assure that our patients with critical illnesses receive seamless care when the need arises.

Bath VAMC’s inpatient acute care unit will remain open and the new urgent care center will be open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm 365 days a year, including holidays, which will meet the needs of patients seeking unanticipated care.  Life threatening emergencies require calling 911 or visiting the nearest community emergency department. 

“This conversion will improve existing services and overall patient safety at Bath,” said Michael J. Swartz, Medical Center Director. “Ensuring high quality care is always at the forefront of facility decisions and these changes will ensure that Veterans continue to receive the care they have earned and deserve.” 

Bath VAMC is committed to serving Veterans in the Southern Tier of New York and Northern Tier of Pennsylvania and continues to expand behavioral health services, telehealth services, home-based primary care, patient aligned care teams within primary care, and health promotion and disease prevention programs. 
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