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VA Western New York Healthcare System Appoints Chief of Staff 
 
 
Dr. Miguel Rainstein was appointed Chief of Staff, VA Western New York Healthcare System, Buffalo, NY 
effective December 7, 2008.  In April 2008, Dr. Rainstein began serving as Acting Chief of Staff.  He came to 
VA WNY Healthcare System as Chief of Surgery in July 2005. Prior to coming to VA WNY Healthcare System, 
he was the Chief of Surgery at Kenmore Mercy Hospital for 14 years. 
 
As Chief of Staff, Dr. Rainstein has the responsibility of providing quality patient care and coordinating all 
professional activities to fulfill that mission. He supervises the operation of both the Buffalo and Batavia sites, 
as well as community based outpatient clinics in Jamestown, Dunkirk, Niagara Falls, Lockport, Lackawanna, 
Olean and Warsaw.  
 
Dr. Rainstein received his undergraduate degree and his medical degree from the University of Buenos Aires.  
He completed his surgical residency at Millard Fillmore Hospital in 1979. He is currently Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Surgery at the State University of New York at Buffalo.  
 
He is a Diplomat of the American Board of Surgery, a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons and also 
holds membership in the Buffalo Surgical Society.  “We are fortunate to have Dr. Rainstein within VA WNY 
Healthcare System with his years of expertise in the community and VA,” said David J. West, Interim Medical 
Center Director. 
 
Dr. Rainstein lives in Williamsville with his wife. 
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